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SENATE.
The Senate having proceeded lo the consideration of

the btll la establish . board of accounts, the question wu
staled upon ed amendment, submitted by Mr. Hale,
pending when the bill wait last previously uiuler con¬
sideration, proposing to strike froui the bill the clause
nuking the commissioners appointed under it "remova¬
ble by the President."
Mr. HUNTER. I rife to express the hope that we

shall talis the vo.e to-day, without much shaking. It is
tvident lhai thi» is the la»t day we shall have to pass the
bill. If the bill is wronjr in its principle, the better waywill be to defeat it at once; and if it be r ght, 1 hope it
will he passed without delay.
Mr BRADBURY. 1 rise to express the hope that the sen¬

ator IromNew Hampshire [Mr. Hale] will withdraw hi*
motion to amend, in order that we may not embarrass this
hill by the question to which that amendment will necessa-
rily g'v« i'®*- I would propose that the whole of the line
to which bis amendment is attached be stricken out, so
that nothing be said in it with regard to the removing
po*°er. This is a very important measure, and one in
winch every senator must feel a deep interest; ami if
we uiulrrttike to settle the question raised the other day
by the honorable senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bell.]
there is gn at danger that the bill will be lost in Um dis¬
cussion. These questions can, perhaps, better be settled
uj'ou some other occasion; and if the senator will with¬
draw his motion to amend, I will make a motion lo
which I hope the senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter]
will give bis ascent, to strike out all language respecting
the removal by the President, leaving the power to stand
where the constitution leaves it, with the construction
which has been given to the clause of that instrument
relating to that subject My understanding is, that it is
immaterial whether the bill is silent on the point, or de¬
clares the President may remove; and hence 1 shall
be satisfied with the bill in either form.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am decidedly in favor

of the language of the bill as it stands. This is an ex¬

periment ; I fear it may prove a very hazardous experi¬
ment. It is conferring the very highest (lowers upon the
individuals selected, and this is combined with along
term of years. Unless you absolutely in the bill confer
the power u|>on the President to remove, it will he con¬
sidered as ¦ power not possessed, they being appoint¬
ed for a term of years, and that appointment bein^ sanc¬
tioned by the Senate. I have no fear that any President
will be too likely to exercise the power. 1 should have
much more apprehension that no removal would ever be
made, however much it might be needed, than that a re-
raoval would be loosely made. These officers being
charged with the investigation of the accounts, their re¬

port will be, in fact, the admission of the accounts. If
the President shall not have the power to remove them
m the event that he detects theniin fraud, they may
effect the ruin of the treasury in a'single recess of Con¬
gress. I say again, that I have no fear that the President
will exercise this power too freely. My only apprehen¬
sion ts, that no removal will ever be made. Being ap¬
pointed for a term of > ears, my apprehension is, that the
President would be too slow in exercising bis power in
their removal.
Mr BRADBURY. I may not hare been understood

in my remaiks. 1 wish to say that I understand that the
President would possess the power ol removal, without
any declaration of that power in the bill;. and that such
is the settled construction of the constitution. 1 have no
objection, however, to taking the bill as it stands.
Mr. BELL. As 1 understand the bill, I think the sen¬

ator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] must be mistaken.
I understand the language of the bill, as it stands with¬
out the amendment, that the Presideut may rei'no ve. It
is inviting the exercise of the power. I should not ob¬
ject myself to adopting the proposition of the senator
Itcim Maine [Mr. Hrahbust] under the present circum¬
stances announced by him; lor he feels very sore that
the bill will fail, if this proposition to limit the discre-
tionary control of the President is pressed.a result
which I should regret very much. The senator from
Maine has suggested that Itie hill pass without sa) ing
anything upon the subject of the power to remove, but to
leave it to the exercise of the power of the Executive as
it has existed and has been understood for a long time,
though disputed from time to time, as 1 stated the other
day. But i see bo reason, in the existence of this power
as it has been practised so long, for continuing the clause
as it now stands, inviting the interference of the Prou¬
der) t. The President has not heretofore failed, upon
proper cause, to remove, although the bill to establish
¦he office may not have provided that such officer might
be removed, for that power baa beeo decided to belong to
the Executive, and was so interpreted some half century
ago or more. 1 do not see, therefore, the necessity of
inviting the attention of the President to the power which
Cougieas thinks be has over these officers. It seems to
me I# be sufficient merely to establish these officers; and
then the President, at his discretion, may remove them,
if be thinks be has the power to do it; and I suppose no
rresident, unless debarred by an act of Congress, will
suppose he has not the power, in proper cases, to remove
these officers. Now, sir, at tbe suggestion of the sena
tor from Maine, I am willing to agree to the amendment,
if ibe bill must tail if this question is raised. I should
like very much to see the experiment mads, whether the
bill will answer tbe purpose which its author thinks it I
will 1 hope it will. 1 think it will. 1 do not under-
»tand thai, if we shall find it an injary in any way, it
will be beyond tbe control of Congress. I take it that,1
by joint resolution in the usual form, it can be repealed
at aay time. I state this now, bemuse I think it will be
a duty incumbent apon Congress, if the board in its oper¬
ation is not beneficial, to repeal the law at the very first
session of Congress after it goes into operation.
Tbe senator from Maine [Mr. Rkmjbibt] seems to

be retracing bis own step* ; for I understood turn the other;
day to be an advocate for the insertion of this provisionI tmnk il waa km suggestion that no removals shoald
take place. I am sure tbe honorable senator said some¬
thing u|ion tbe suhiect. Then 1 appeal to the senator
from Illinois, [Mr. Douglas,] whether be is disposed to
consider tbe amendment. It was upon his suggestion
originally, I think, that tbe motion was made; and I
thought the senator from Maine approved of it.
Mr. BRADBURY. Will tbe senator allow me to say

that I only yielded to it as a less objectionable pro¬
vision f
Mr. BELL. Well, eir, tbe senator from Virginia ex¬

presses the opinion that the bill will not be carried, unless
the amendment of tbe senator from New Hampshire is with¬
drawn. I have no objection to it I withdraw objection,
upon the ground that it would defeat tbe bill to press it.
I should Ke very sorry to find that tbe honorable senator
from Illinois no longer thinks it expedient to oflar bis
amendment.
Mr. DOUULA8 I beg leave to suggest that I made no

amendment, and offered none. I aimply made a sugges
tion to tbe s^paUir from New Hampshire, and am aalirely
willing he should withdraw tbe amendment
Mr. UNDERWOOD. This is not a constitutional office,

Mr. 1'residant This office thai we are about to create by
this bill m in the nalnre of obtaining information apon
which Congress is to act This office which we are about
to create by this bill does not fall within lbs ordinary pro¬
vision of the constitution in reference to judiciary, legisla¬
tive, or executive offices It is a sort of combined office, so
to speak, of an executive character, and a quasi judicial
character i but it is not Anal in its decielons, and it must

report lo Congress. It is said in one part of tbe bill, that
where references are made to them by tbe beads of de¬
triments, or by Congress, in tbe nature of arbitrators, of
the award to be decided in the ease, and when tbe decis¬
ion of those arbitrators, made such by tbe co-operation of
the other departments and Congress, upon the one side,
and tbe acceptance of such arbitrators by ths claimant on
tbs other, their decisions shall he made hnal and conclu¬
sive. But, in reference to the other duties thasa commis¬
sioners are to perform, it is nothing more than a com¬
mission to obtain information upon which Congreas is to
act; and I say, therefore, there is a peculiar propriety that,
when the Senate unite in providing such commiaeioners
as are to act for them and lor the other branch of Con¬
gress, the President shall not, at hie discretion, remove
.*A appoist others, without consultation with the bodythat thus selects tbe agents to obtain tbe information uponwhich they are to legislate Sir, we have had this ques¬
tion, or one analogous to it, discussed lengthily during
tbe last Congreas. Ws bad tha distinction then taken
in many debates between a commissioner appointedmerely for the purpose of obtaining information
for either bouse of Congress, and it was deter¬
mined in tbnt discussion that either branch nf Con¬
gress bad tbe right to appoint a commissioner, and to paynim out of the contingent fond, for tbe purpose«f obtaining sash information as ws propose by this bill
to obtain. It seams to a*e, therefore, sir. that wbally in¬
dependent of the queetion decided in 1W1», gnd which 1
believe to have bean correctly decided; but. ttu*rther in¬
dependent of that qaaation, here is a case where we

I might properly iu a legislative office of ibis description.
| mingling,u U were, sxecutive and legislative duties. and
j required to report opinions.without interfering with that
doctrine in 17&9, introduce in this bill, making this legis¬
lative office, any provision* such as have been uiovtd bv
the gentleman irom New Hampshire [Mr. Halk] that we
Wy*1. "< however, gentlemen think that this provision
will endanger the passage of ths bill, t am so much de¬
voted to the principles of the bill, and tbiafc it a matter of
such great uece*sity to the country, tha*am willing to
give up my views in reference to this particular amend-
men1, if by so doing it will to any extent secure the pas-
sage of the bUL I prefer the amendment oflered by the
*!!!! J?.. l'°m H*?P«i'*. 1 P^fer that they
should not be removed at the discretion of (he President
and I see no danger mulling from the insertion of that
amendment in the bill. But. as I have just .emarked?"
he amendment will at all endangei the pesaegs of the

' TJ?r g,V,n* " "P. 'n order to secure the bill
c 11 believe to be one of so much importance to the

country. 1 have in my desk a report to make, if I ever
get aiii opportunity of doing it, to pay some of the clerks
of the departments additional compensation Some

teeUof"ciai?nlfrS' accorJ,nK to the action of the Commit-
1?. .; i

' we propose to |«ay for the investigation
oi a single case. It took them, |>erhape, out of office

something like four months to make the invet.li-
a single case growing out of the military trans-

of /sit Tk
8upp y °J e l'l'Par,ments during the war

rii- , f ,.Th" 18 V801^ but there are many
cases of the same kind, of daily occurrence, ilut I will
m>tgo,u o particulars. Time I. too precious for anv-
thuig of that kind. 1 see no objection whatever to the

ftTftrnk".^ 7 gl"lle'nen think proper to withdraw

to speak
'"UCb greaUr lmiK,ru»ce to vote than

viAf.r:,,A.LE- A'1*16 suggestion of the senator from
Maine, who says that if 1 will withdraw iny amendment
he will move to strike out the wholeT^elZe to that'
s ^adbi"h vsia}'d ,hr Ta,°r
Mr im P r Linmde ,hat suggestion

amendment I riTh lbat I withdraw the
amendment, if I can have the conaeut of the Senate to do

'inJiV'' (eel bound to offer the amcad-
tnent, a* the senator from New Hampshire has withdrawn

1PP^iU''tCrwrmM 0f ,he th»t 1 made,
supposing tnat it would receive the approbation of the
senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hukth.] In doingL bow
elfccl i^irCt tliat 1 regard the bill as landing in

f wither the clause is striken.-J V* UCIUCI iu

If/ ufjxTeo immaterial.
h J "UNTEtt. 1 wish to say just one word If I

HoMMtemT WuUU "?ake " raore ful'. &'«
«... i b . .J would make it an independent board
Bu know that if we attempt that, it wiU not paL^m
so I have come to the conclusion tbat, unless we can 'net a
ZnLTf} to Jay: thebiH will/ail for w^tTf .Ime
whnit ?1,'tno1 r^b} aud proper as it now stands, as a

whole, let it be voted down; and if it is right, we should
pass It I concur in the view of the senator from New
Hampshire, as a matter of general propiiety, but 1 know
that cannot be done. 1 believe we can pass the bill as it

i?°«;it Wf kV! otficerB removable bv the President,
I will only be because it is usual in such bills; and that

rndfrlf®"*? "Bpression of what is right, as they are not

wow «tr?h<'r8 a" 11 now 8tand8« we cannot be
worse off than we are at present This board will trv
such cases as are referred to it by the departments.such
d^rtJ?f.£L "?* dtxule<J bi'comptrollers and heads of
departments.who are as much remjvable by the Presi-
deut as the members of this board would be. And as to
the other class of duties we propose that they should per-
form how should we be worse od. if ,hey are removable
by the President, than we are now > Tne board would

linl^lif^rK16 Uif ^ would not decide them
ihe matter of appropriation would be entirely

bin our power. It seems to me, therefore, so fas as the
removing power is concerned, we could not be worse off
lian we uow are The board could be no more under
the control of the President than those whose places thev
supply in those matters are now under his control By
<w!!'Vi; We Tay make a i »ud I have no
doubt that, as it now is, it will be a great advantage.
When it has been tested by time and experience, we can

improve iL 1 hope the friends of the bill will agree to

it°!» losT"11' uule"* we can vote ujwn it to-day, I fear

Mr. WHirCOMB. This is a suitable occasion for me
to correct a report of my remarks made upon this hill

w 0 uikler consideration I am represented
-d**'1 ot keeping this board be-

)ond the reach of executive removal. J'hat is msl the
°'wl»t « desired to say aad to be understood,

rue ooly allusion 1 made to the subject of removal by the
hxecutive was, that the object sought to be obtained by
»he framer of the bill as now before us, in extending the

WM ,n lMCt ^ the power
Kraated to the Executive to remove at pleasure. I am in

°[ »wntainiiig that feature of the bill as it now
stands. 1 can contide in the regard for tbeiHiblic welfare,
upon the parr of the President, in the exercise of that
pow;er. u well as I can conlide in the parity and the in¬
tegrity ol ttie action of this board.
,!£'. TURNEY. I think, sir, tbat we ought not to
strike out these words. In fsct, 1 doubt very much the
propriety of passing the bill at all. This board is to rive
decisions upon questions involving claims to a large
amount, by means of which decisions money will be ex¬
tracted from the treasury which otherwise could not be
extracted Now a lequires the concurrent opinion and
decision of the auditor and comptroller to obtain money
from the treasury. Here you raise a revising board to
revtse the decisions of the auditor and comptroller, if
they refuse to allow a claim, you grant an appeal to the
claimant to this board; and provided the -JtJorin of this
hoard.tbat m. two ol tcteae commissioners.shall over¬
rate the comptroller and auditor, their decision is suffi
went to draw the money from the treasury. I understand
thi% so lar from throwing guards around the treasury, to
be breaking down the checks to corruption. It is proposeJ

t°iKOT'1de that these officers shall not be removable
P "resident. It is not to aasert it in so many words,
itisinie; hat the language m tnow ia the bdl that tbey
shall be removable by the President; and striking that
oalt you will leave it lo be implied that ii it the teuite of the
Senate that they are not removable. 1 doubt the expe-
dieacy of creating a board to reviee the decisions of the
auditor and comptroller. It is Dreaking down the
guards around the treasury, instead of creating an addi¬
tional one to protect it.
So far as the bill provides for that class of claims to

come before Congress, I regard it as a very important
r"-» bill of vast importance. 1 doubt whether any
hoard eooaiMing of three members can perform tha duties
which will be laid upon them in examining all the claims
wbica come before Congress, and also act as a revisory
coart over the adjudication of the auditor and comptroller
I doubt whether you are not imposing more labor upon
them than it will be possible for three men to perform.
Every claim which is rejected by the auditor and comp¬
troller would be broaght before tbia board, as well as

every claim that required labor to enable tbe parties to
understand them and to give a correct decision. And to
sllow this board to reverse the decision of the auditor
and comptroller may present the anomalous sj^ctacle of
two men permitting money to be drawn from the treas¬

ury. when three men of equal grade had determined
that it oaght not to be. The auditor and comptroller
.gree that the money ought not to be paid, and one of the
.oard agrees with them. The other two members of the
board, however, decide that it ought to be paid, and their
decisHM prevails. Thus tbe decision of two men weighs
more than the decision of three ; and tbat, when tbe two
would draw moneyfrom the treasury, and the three
wo"ld Wfffy* " This strikes me as being wrong
Mr. HUNTER, (interposing.) if the senator will al-!

low me, this board of accouats will not be allowed to

try any cases excepting those referred to them by the

1 departments; and if cases are referred to them
which have been decided, it is by way of appeal. A great
many,cases in which a judicial decision is involved will
be referred to the board.
Mr. TURNEY. 1 understand that perfectly well, air !
Mr. 8HIELDS, (interposing ) Will the senator from

Tennessee permit me to ask the senator from Virginia
whether the decisions of the board will be final or advi-
sory in these cases ?
Mr. HUNTER. The decision is oonelnsi ve, where ca¬

ses are referred to them by tbe beads of departments.
Mr. TURNEY resumed. It is proposed to rbsnge

the practice even since the formation of oar government
The Secretaries may now relieve themselves. They do
not undertake to adjudicate and examine all tbe appeals
takea from oar accounting officer, and to decide ason the
questions themselves. Their uniform habit, 1 believe, is
tosefer them to tbe Attorney General, who is always a

man of high character, of lepai learning. I would prefer
now to risk this branch of tbe public service with the
Attorney Genarai thaato risk it with any board which
may he created with such salaries as are here given
Thgy. as a matter of course, I should expect to be inferior
men ia point of legal aHaiaments to the Attorney (ieneml,
men filling a much lower grade It is to be presumed
and s(ip)WMsd that the Attorney General would lie a man

of more weight ofeteracter. a higher character to main¬
tain, than the officers upon this board. I believe there

never has before been any complaint of any decision of
any Attorney General in a ca*e of a claim. It is the first
tune mice the formation of our government that any
complaint has ever been made of the decision# of an At¬
torney General; and now because some decisions are
co noplained of.and it may turn out that the opinions of
those who complain ate erroneous, and that the AttorneyGeneral ia right.it is proposed to change the whole
law, and to provide a different tribunal altogether, which
is to have the revisory power over the decisions of the
auditor, and comptroller. I know, sir, that it is at the
discretion of the Secretary whether they be taken from
the auditor and comptroller and given U> this board. I
hold that the practice under this law would be heretofore
in all such cases where the Secretary would take the
opinion of the Attorney General. We would grant an
appeal to the hoard, and we confer a much greater
8>wer upon the board than we confer u|>oii the Attorney
eneral. He only gives his legal opinion, his legal ad¬

vice, which is not binding upon the Secretary and con¬
clusive. The Secretary may take the opinion or not; he
is not bound to take it. The law would not compel him
to take it. But upon this board you coufer a (tower to
issue their requisitions upon the treasury, and to draw
the money from it: and two men, as 1 have already
shown, would be drawing it from the treasury against
the opinions of three, most solemnly delivered, and all of
equal grade. It would he, in my mind, very extraordinary
to give such a power. So far as relates to the claims
coming before Congress, I think the bill all important; and
for one I was willing to permit the bill to pass without
discussion ;.but when this proposition is made to prevent
removals, I think it is a great desl worse. I think the bill
should require the concurrent opinious of all three com¬
missioners ; and even then, they should be subject to re¬
moval by the President, should lie deem it expedient.
Mr. BELL. 1 merely wish to say upon the subject,

that the amendment, I suppose, entirely omits the subject
of the removing power. Upon reflection, I think that is
the better course the bill should take, so far as regards
the principle I contended for the other day; for it cer¬

tainly implies that, without the permission of Congress,
the President could not be expected to remove. I there¬
fore withdraw any obstacles from it, and shall vote for
it, hoping that it will pass.
The question being taken upon the amendment, it was

rejected.
Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend the bill, by striking

out the words commencing in the fifteenth line of the
first section, which are as follows :
But no one shall hold this otlice after he reaches tho

u<e ufMxtjr-tive years ; ami whenever the otfioe is determin-
'eii tor ibu cause, it shall be deemed a vacancy for all the
purposes of this act.

1 am against establishing the principle that sixty-five
years is the limitation of the useiulness of a man in this
country; and especially when 1 look around at the vari¬
ous officers of this government, and see how many are
filled by gentlemen over that age, and that the aspiraats
of the present day to the highest offices of the govern¬
ment are over that age. 1, therefore, move to strike it
out. There is hardly a direction in which we can look
around us, in this chamber, but some seat is filled bv a
gentleman over sixty-five years of age. And really when
1 recollect the wisdom displayed at the present day by
gentlemen past that age, upon whom we rely for pru¬
dence, judgment, and patriotism, 1 should never have
thought ol undertaking, in a bill of this kind, to establish
a principle to be tarried out through all the operations of
our political affairs hereafter, that it is to be made an
objection to an individual who aspires to the presidency
that he is beyond an age at which capacity is diminished
to such an extent that he is not capable of being a com¬
missioner to judge upon a claim. In my judgment, sir,
this is radically wrong; and 1 have no doubt that the
senator who drew up the bill did not for a moment re-
fleet upon the consequences of the adoption of this prin¬
ciple.
Mr. HUNTER. I have staled before that 1 would con¬

cur in that amendment.
Mr. HALE. 1 am in favor of striking oat these words;

but 1 think the senator must be entirely mistaken in sup¬
posing that there are so many gentlemen in this Senate
who are over sixty-five years of age. I know that some
of my friends here bave reached that age; but to have
an announcement of that kind made in this presence, I
think, is ill-timed and not judicious. If it is true, 1 think
it is unkind U< expo** the tact. Still 1 am iu favor of the
amendment.
Mr. DAWSON. 1 will take everything back, in iust-

ice to the Chair and to the senator from New Hampshire.
[Laughter.] Still I say, at the same time, that 1 believe
our best judgments are matured or maturing at a period
between <13 and 73 years of axe. [Laughter.] Men in
this country are just then reaching the prime of life. At
any rate, 1 know a great many instances where men have
become more useful and distinguished at that age than
at any other. 1 shall not. therefore, throw my age,
[laughter].my vols, 1 mean.in favor of putting mm
out of oditx just as they arrive at maturity, and at which
Presidents, members ol Congress, and other officers, have
been distinguished' and well entitled to the admiration of
the nation.
Mr. BUTLER. 1 do not know that many of us are

entitled to be considered impartial judges upon this
point.
Mr. FOOTE. I simply rise to say that 1 doubt whether

we have the constitutional power to make such a pro¬
vision. I have given the subject considerable examina¬
tion,and tbst ismy opinion. 1 believe that to make such
a limitation exceeds our competency.
The question being then taken upon the motion to

strike out, it was agreed to.
Mr. BitADBURliu 1 rise to move to amend the bill,

by inserting in the bth line of the 1st section the word
"six" in the place when the word "twelve" has been
sUicken out; and also in lines 10 and 13 that the words
"two," "four," and "six," be inserted in the place of
"four," "eight," and "twelve." The purpose of the
amendment is to make the tenure of office six years in¬
stead ol twelve. In order to carry out the principles of
the bill, it is n«ces«iry that of the judges first appointed
one shall be for two, one for tour, and one for six
years.
Mr. WHITCOMB Mr. President, when the question

has been put upon the amendment of the eenat >r from
Maine, I shall submit amotion to substitute the term
of three years in the place of fix years. The effect of my
amendment will be to appotut the first commissioners for
ili<- terms of one, two, ami three years. I rose merely to
give notice that 1 sliall propose such an amendment.

Mr. HALE. I wish to gfcs notice that 1 shall iatro
<luce an amendment to substitute nine years for six, so
that the first appointments will be for the terms of three,!
six. and nine years.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is first

upon the amendment of the senator from Maine, [Mr.
buikhtJ

Mr. ttU f LER. I understand the senator from New
Ham|*bire has indicated his intention to move an
amendment for the purpoee of substituting the term of
nine years. It is my impression thst the question should
be taken upon the longest term first.

Mr. HALE. 1 will move, as an amendment to the
amendment of the senator from Maine, that we substituts
the term of nine years, and for the first appointment the
terms of three, six, and nine yesra
The PRESIDING OFFICER The senator can make

his proposition. It is a proposition to strike out aod in¬
sert. lie cannot, however, move to amend the amend¬
ment.
Mr. HALE Is H not a fair subject of amendment

merely to alter the term I take tbe amendment of the
senator from Maine, all except the figures. Where he
puts six, I propose to put nine; where he t>uts four,I pro¬
pose to put six; and where he puts two, I propose to put
tbree. I propose this conrss, in order to meet the sugges¬
tion of the senator from South Carolina, [Mr, Wlf ]
I think it is a proper case for an amendment to an amend¬
ment.
, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is to
strike out, and insert a substitute; is it not I
Mr. HALE. No, sir; the striking out was done yes¬

terday. The amendment is to insert certain words. I
propose to amend the amendment by changing some of
those words.
Mr. MILLER. I would inquire of the Chair, if the

motion of the senator from Maine [Mr. Ba*Decay] pre¬
vails, and ths number which be proposes be inserted,
whether it will bu in order then to move to strike out tbe
words so inserted, aod to fill tbe blank by different
words'

_

The PRE8IDING OFFICER. It will not be ia order
to move to strike out the words inserted.
Mr. MILLER. I submit, then, whether it mast not be

in order to amend tbe amendment, as the senstor from
Nsw Hampshire [Mr. Haia] propones to do t Otherwise,
lbs result would be a denial of aay opportunity to rote
upon the other propositions s
Tbe PRB8IDINU OFFICER A statement of the po

sition of senstors wiH relieve ell difficulty There are a
number of distinct propositions That of tbe senator
from Maine [Mr. BciMtniT] is to III tbe blank by in¬
serting the number six; that of tbe senator from Ne*
Hampshire [Mr. Halx] is to insert tin: number ame; and
that of the senator from Indiana (Mr. WMrrosMaj to in¬
sert tbe number three The vote will first be taken on

the propoeilion of the aerator from New Ham^ue, that
being the longest term H that proposition doe# not pre-
rail, then the queation will recur upon the ineertion ol,
number an, then upon three, and then upon otb*f .J"}'®"-)Bilious, If there ahould be any, uuul the blank « filled.
Mr BRADBURY. Do I understand that the vote ia

to be takeu first on the propoaitiou of the senator from
New Hampshire f

Several Sexatom. The longeat term href-Mr. BRADBURY. I beg leave to trouble the Senate
with a single remark It will be perceived that the prop¬
ortion to Be voted on ia for a longer period than 1 have
proposed. Even that term does not meet the viewa ol
some aenatora who preler one atill longer. Others wian
the term to be only three years It ia obvioua that ail
cannot be gratified ; and 1 would suggest that si* yeara ia
the medium period, and one, theretore, which will be
likely to unite the greateat number of supporters, ine
subject waa much "discussed the last aeaaion in the other
hou*e, and aix yeara was the term which commended
ifself to the majority. I am aatisfied that it ia the term
which will be most generally eatiafactory; and 1 hope
that senators who have propoaed extremes will not persist
in theoi, and that the term of aix yeara wiU be generally
concurred in.
Mr. BUTLER I should have greatly preferred a term

atill longer than twelve years. My preference for. an
office lite thia is for a life unure. 1 am willing, how¬
ever. to go for cine years. But, air, if you reduce the
term of office to three years, aa ia proposed by my friend
who site near me, [Mr. Whitoomb,] or even in adopting
the term of si« years, we ahall rim the risk of looming
the objection, which, in my opinion, ought to He i®".
the birt.namely, that these offices will be bestowed by
the President as political rewards. Even at six years,
the objection ia good; and, besides, officers worthy of the
place, ought not to be brought here upon an uncertainty.
Nine years, it seems to me, ia reasonable; but if you go
on reducing the term to six or
that I cau iiive mv sanction to the bill. The office* will
be filled by a set of |>olitica) hacka; and, for my part, I am
just as willing that the public accounts should be settled
in any other way as by such a board of officer*.
Mr. BRADBURY. Six years is the projwaed tenure.

It is the same term as that lor which aenatora themselves
bold their office. If the officers axewdl Reeled, they
will be likely to be permanent; and if the choice should
happen to be" unfortunate, then most certainly a change
should be made. I aee no reason to doubt that the tenure
will be sufficiently permanent. ..

The question being then taken upon the proposition
submitted by Mr. Hal*, to make the term of the cominis-
sionets unit years, it was rejected. .Mr. WIHTCOMB It aeems to me that a strange ob¬
liquity of vision seizes ua when we come here- We
seem to get the idea that all offices connected with the
federal government must be for longer terms and for
larger stSar.es than those.to which a.milar furKUons are
assigned at home. Who is there who would propose that
the tenure of office of an auditor or comptroller ol i
State government should he aix years ? and yet there is

just as much necessity for experience there as there i»

here, and the facilities for gaini(%Jtare perhaps less.
This is all that I have to say. I am in favor of the three-

^BALDWIN. I confess, air, that I entertain some
doubts in regard to the propriety of enacting a law of
this description, unleae we provide for a judicial tenure
of office for the arsons who are to consider
troversiea between the United States and
which they are not authorized finally to decide, but are

required to report to Congress for lU subeeqaent aCfioa.
But there are certain eontroveraiea which, by the tenns of
this bill, this board thus constituted, are to decide be¬
tween the United States and *he individual claimanta.
They are to make this deciaion after going through all
the forms of a judicial investigation. The jjarues are to
be heard by iheir counsels; an attorney is to be appointed
to represent the interests of the government, aod testi¬
mony is to be taken as in ordinary
parties in a controversy ; and while there, when> J":bunal ia to decide conclusively the rights of thei United
States on one side, and the party litigating with theUni-
ted Statea on the other.why, is it not an exercise ot
judicial power within the meaning of the constitution,
which declare# that judicial power shall exUnd to all
c i-e « arming under tuis constitution, or under tot laws

to which the United States ahall be a party Now, so
far as the action of this board u that of a mere inveati-S5 committee of Congress, who* duty it is to wcer-
tain the facts and report to Congressi their
cision. the) do not act a* a judicial tribowd. ««! .« <«
astbey ate invested, by the terma of this act, with a

power deciding definitely and concluaively, after a litiga¬
ting controversy with the United States, upon evidence
introduced on one aide and upon the other, it .PPe"
to me thev act in the character of a judicial uibunal, -

f reining the |»wer which can oaly be coofered
who are to hold their office by the tenure of good be-

h*Mr HUNTER was underUood to stale ^at the*^ offi^cer« were only to do what was already done now by the
comptrollers and heads of the departaoeata
Mr BALDWIN. They are merely accounting officers,

and act demonstratively, and not jwbctaily, aa this bill
provides for the officera of thia hoard.
Mr WHITCOMB. The honorable senator from Con¬

necticut labors under a great miaapprehenaioo. There is

uo more power to give te this board any euperviaing of a

decision of the accounting officers than ia given to thoae

,h.ttalSJ of II* kill. I «o Willi*
.,1 v an initiative board in reference to the buainess to t>e^on bTcongress. and at suitable time I .hall move
such an amendment.

. ¦,The question being taken on the amendment, it waa
acreed to on division.ay** ,,oe* not counted.
The PRESIDING OFFICER slated that the other por-

tions of the bill would he made to conform to this
merit, to wit: instead of eight, four yeara, and instead
°' Mr"DAVIS?'o/Mississippi, moved to amend,by striking
out all Vrom the w.rf "it^.n the «4th line, down u, the
word ..Statea," in the 33d hoe, inclaaive, aa followa.

It thall alto be the doty of the Mid board to examine
quarterly the public accounts in the
pmr mrnit ot ibe government and in the Patent Offije, and
make report as to the condition ol U«e»s aocounu, oi of any
errr.Mwhicb may hava been damcied, «>*»'¦.*®
.tatrmrnt of aroounu or the method in which they are

Tbeae report* thall be made annually to Congress,
President of the UnitedW

I think the board should consist of men of the highest
attainments and jadi-ial qualifications, and that, aa sucn,
they will be the least of all adapted to ferreting out de¬
fects blunders, and malfleeancea in Ihe clerks. More¬
over.' Mr President, we have already a head for each de¬
partment; and no lar aa I am able to j^e.our organiza¬tion ia very complete. The effect of thia hill woald be to
divide the responsibility between Ihe head of the depart¬
ment and the commissioners I think that responsibility,
if divided, will be a great evil to the country and great
injury to the efficiency of the department It would re-
lieve the head of the'department from some labor, but it
would strip him of an equal amount of power and dig¬
nity, and would greatly Hnjtkir his efficiency. These are
mv main reasons for moving this amendment.

Mr. HUNTER 1 hope the amendment of the hon¬
orable senator will not pass. I do not agreewitn tbe
senator from Mississippi that the effect oi thia Mil *®«ld
be to divide the control, by pldeing it mdar two heada.
1 hold that these gentlemen, having judicial qualiSeatmna.
would be peculiarly fitted for thii office It bsoim oftno^e
matters that require apeciaj knowledge; and beeau*
they devote their time nchwTely to the«^ wibjecu, tney
would be much more cajiahle of looking over thwe ac¬
counts, detecting errors, and ascertaining what changea
should he made in them These gentfemen now at the
heada of the departments are generally not perfectly.killed in matters of account. They are politicians.
men of eminence.men ot general knowledge, but
none of that special knowledge necessary to ena¬
ble them to carry oit these investigations and re¬
forms. Aa a proof of it, you have stanmng rules in
the Hooae of Representatives that committees ahall
be appointed for the purpose of examimt* into ttm
departmenta ho look into this very matter; and yet,
aftar a fair trial, has anvthing ever been accomplish¬
ed by thaae commilteea' Nothing,air; and for the aim-
pie reason that they have not the time nor the fecial
k nowledge necessary toenable them to discharge these «u-
tiea faithfully and intelligently I believe the bill would
only relieve the heada ot the departments of matters with
which they ought not to be charged. Thia hill would
give him tne assistance of valuable men.who are re¬
movable by the President.men who are under his con¬
trol, and it would give him the assistance of an enhght-
ened board to make this investigation, and to suggest
soch changes ae are necessary. And ! believe that whoever
will go to these departmenta and examine the condition ot
the accounts, and seethe mode in which they are kej>t.
will see that some change ought to ha maie, that ®me
provision of this aon flfcftuM he made

.Hfct I will notdwefl longer epoo this gor three daya ago I presented my wws at large npoa thia
subject, and to thota viewa I have nothing to add.

Mr. DAVIS. In reply to the senator from Virginia, I
will suppoee the board to b« organized with Mich men aa
are described. Let ihein turn to the quartermaater's de
purtinem, and undertake to examine that wilderness of
papers. Uuleaa the quartermaater ahould guide theui,
they would uever learn anything. In the engineer's bu¬
reau, or in any other old or long-esinbliahed department,they might learn something, but they could not do anybusiness. Moreover. I look upon it aa an alienee to the
head of any bureau. It ia to suppose that he is incom¬
petent and unwilling to do hie duty.that he ia unwilling
to punish the clerk* in hia office by reporting their de¬
linquencies, and that be require* examination in order to
make h:m do it. I hold it also to be a reflection uponthe department. The senator saya these committee* have
not time to perform the labor. Will tbia board have
more time than tbe committee.' I think,air, they will
have much less instead of much more time-
Mr. HUNTER. I will only state that thia board is no

new thing. They have had such a board organized for
a long time in France, and it has had to perform more
labor than would be required here, and they hare done
it faithfully and efficiently. They ait three times a week,
and yet they are able to perform a very large amount of
business.
Mr. DAVIS. It should be remembered that they are

not a nation of sovereigns, as we are, and a very largenumber of our sovereign people have claims before Con¬
gress. There is a great difference between the account¬
ing officers of this and of other countries.
The question being then taken on the amendment of

Mr. pAVli^ IIP quorum voted.
MiTWfWik®V(KfD. Mr. President, some of the sen¬

ators in this quarter, it appears, did not vote upon this
question; bat, when it was being taken, asked what it
was. I will therefore make a remark or two, and per¬haps by that time they will understand it sufficientlywell to vote one way or the other. It is proposed by the
gentleman from Mississippi to strike from the bill so
much of it as requires this board to examine into the ac¬
counts of ail the departments quarterly, and to reportthem to tbe President quarterly, and to Congress annu¬
ally. 1 voted with the gentleman from MLseiaaippi to
strikeout; and I did it upon the ground that this board
would not have time to execute all these duties and ex¬
amine these accounts, as well as to settle the various
claims that come before them. I think it belongs to
Congrese to make an annual examination into all theae
office*, but I have never known it done. 1 was once ap¬pointed, when a member of the other house, to examine
into the accounts of one of these departments; and we
tried week alter week to get a quorum of tbe department
together, but were unable to do it, and bad to give up the
examination; and 1 suppoee there baa never yet been
an examination and a report of thia sort Why, air, in
ail the Stale governments we appoint committees annu¬
ally to make an examination of each of the offices, and to
report upon their condition, the nature of their accounts,
the services rendered by the officer*, and tbe manner in
which everythin* presents itself; and the same ought to
be done here. But whether it will be done is another
matter. I could give you instance after instance show¬
ing the propriety of having it done. 1 do not suppose
you have an alphabet in any department that can tell youto whom a land warrant has been granted; and unlees
you know the company, the regiment, and the name
of tbe soldier besides, 1 doubt very much whether you
can find whether it is granted to the widow, lather,
brothers, or siaters, or whether you can find the claim¬
ant at all.

But I will not go into thia aubject. 1 could give fact
after fact showing the propriety of these examinations.
But I believe this board will not have tbe time to do it
of themselves: and if Congress shall act hereafter aa
they have acted heretofore, Ido not see that anything of
the kind will be done. But theqoestion now is, whether
this board we are about to establish can perform all these
duties which they are called upon to perform, and then
settle all the claima which may be brought against the
government It aeems to me they will hardly have the
power to perform them; and therefore, as this is a bill ma¬
king an initiative step in the great reform and will be cal¬
culated to do great good, I am not disposed to burden it at
tbe outset. It we hod after one year's trial that they have
leisure, 1 assure my friend from Virginia 1 will go with
him to occupy their time beneficially. But I do think
there is some reason in the suggestion made by the gen¬
tleman! from Mississippi, and therefore 1 had rathe* it
should be stricken out. 1 hope we have now a quorum,and can vole on tbe question.
Mr. CASSde«ired merely to observe that be had no pos¬sible objection to this experiment; and tbe objectione made

to it only presupposed that the board could not do their
duty. There would be nothing lost by trying the experi¬
ment, a* it was proposed; and u that board should at any
future time report that they could not do what was re¬
quired of them, it would be time enough to remedy the
evil. The objection, therefore, he considered to be an
impracticable one.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. One remark farther. It was

suggested by the senator that there was no priority given
to either class of duties. Now, if you impose upon them
more than they can perform, wbicn are they to neglect,
the claims or the accounts I It does seem to me that we
are about to burden them with more than they can per¬
form , and if you do not prescribe which they shall ne¬
glect, pethaps it will be a pretext for neglecting tbe
whole.
Mr. CASS. I believe they can do the whole; but if

they do not, it will not then be too late to provide a
remedy.
The question being taken upon the amendment, it was

lost on a division.ayes 17, noes 33.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe the committee who

have prepared this bill have neglected a Utile matter
which 1 deem important; and that it, to provideor a mes¬

senger 1 think it ia necessary, for the convenient dis¬
patch of tbe business of tbe board, that one ahould be
provided, and 1 therefore move an amendment in the
twelfth section, sixth line, after the worJ " per annum,"
by inserting " and a messenger, whose salary shall be

dollars per annum." I do not know exactly what
salary be ought to receive; but I think it ahould be about
fire or six hundred dollara; and it there ia no objection,
I will move thai sum The eectioa provides that if they
remove the clerk and aaaiataaia, they shall report to Con-
greas at the next session. 1 have stated, in ay amend¬
ment in reference to the messenger, that they need not
report to Congress, giving them discretion in reference to
the employment of a little office of this sort. Indeed, 1
do not see much propriety in the provision of the bill re-

quiring the board to report upon the removal of the clerks
I have, therefore, qualified, after the requiaition that theyshall report to Concrea* in reference to the clerka, as fol¬
lows : " And said board may remove their messenger
without reporting to Conaresi"
Mr. WH1TCOMB suggested that the amendment be

modified, by inaerting .. messenger," in lieu of " chief
clerk."
Mr. UNDERWOOD. It appears to me that the assist-

ant clerk wa* hardly necessarily required; but 1 do not
know but tbe committee who had investigated thia mat¬
ter had sufficient reaaona for providing these constraints
I would myself prefer the modilication aI the gentleman
from Indiana, but I did not wiah to interfere wUh what
the committee have done. They may have some good
reason for making the bill such as it is. I will, however,
accept the modification. Tbe motion will then be to strike
out" chief clerk," at a salary of dollara," and insert
" a messenger, at a salary of $900."
The question being taken on the amendment, it was

Agreed to.
Mr. WHITCOMB I move to amend the fifth line of

the 12th section, by striking out the word eighteen, and
in*ert in lieu thereof the word fourteen. I will state,
while I am up, that I understand that ft1,300 is the high¬
est ralary ol any dark, except tbe bead clerk, in any de¬
partment
Mr. DAWSON. I move a division of the question,

and firat to take the question upon striking out
The PRESIDING OFFICER/ It is not divieible.
Mr. DAWSON. Then I would say that that office ie

one of tbe most laborious that we are to have Tbe
clerk ia to have nearly aa much capacity aa tbe commis¬
sioner, and the labor will be exceeeive. Tbe salary of
$1,800 is not too much : ia my judgment, it ianot enough
tor a person to come here and settle down with a family,
for H ia likely be will have n family, or ought to have one.
I hope it will not be atricken out I should be willing to
ftll it with a larger sum.
The question being then taken upon tbe amendment, it

was rejected.
Mr. WHITCOMB. I now move teamead the first sec¬

tion, by striking.out from the word "fending." in the 19th
line, to the wore "eaaea," in the 33d line, both in inclueive.
Tbe e&et of this will be to take from tbe board their power
as an appellate tribunal from the proper accounting offi¬
cer. making it thetrdaty sunply to prepare theae matters
for the action of Congreee. I do not wiah to make n
speech upon thia matter, but to state, in n brief Miner aa

poesible, my leneoas for this amendment it eeema to me
that this proposed change will be attended with no prac¬
tice! good. There will ba an indncement upon the part of
the accounting officers, who ere now mode reaponaibl*
for the diashnrge of thetf duties, to ehuflle of their du-
uee span thia board, if it be so, whet m made by K?
The cases moat be decided by them at last. 1 cannot
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understand that the chum, if it is refused by mil of the
previous accounting officers, may one more chance¥heee rewons. w7ch Ibnve
not all that are on my mind ; but I will not further occa-
i>v the time of the Senate. I offer this amendment. to
give thin board a trial before I enlarge their power* ; andf <2o move to strike out of the 24th fine the woi*; "u*
their decisions upon all auch cases shall befinal and co

!cl mThUNTER. I understand t>e1 strike out all from the word "it, in the 15th line, down
to word "conclusive." in the 24th una.
Mr. WHITCOMB No.no.
The PRESIDING OFFICER stated the amendment.
Mr. HUNTER. Tbst is, then, to have the decisions in

such esses referred to Congress.
Mr. WHITCOMB. That is all.

, , .Mr HUNTER. This bosrd will certainly, in the
end, relieve Congress and the departments from
labor, if they are permitted to decide upon these
The Secretary of the Treasury bss many c
has Texas cases, Florida cases, and many oUisr cssse.
which would probably take un much tune. The effect of
such a board as this, if you allow them to examine thsse
cases, will be to bring enlightened and intelligent mmde1 to the consideration of these cases, snd relieve the Tress-1 ury Department from a sort of labor which ought not toI be imposed upon the head of that department. I hope*
therefore, the amendment will not prevail.
The question being taken upon the amendment, It wns

MlSl PRESIDING OFFICER her? suggested thai
chances mast be made in the other sections of the Ml. m
orderto make it conform to the amendment made in the
twelfth section in regard to allowing the board * nws-
senger, and striking out that part relating to a chief
01
Mr. HUNTER said that that could be done by the gen¬eral consent of the Senste.
The PRESIDING OFFICER said it would not be ne¬

cessary to have unanimous consent, because the Senate
had agreed to the former amendment; and this would
be struck out snd amended as a matter of form.
The changes were accordingly made.

.Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I move to stake out, in
the fifth line of the twelfth section, the words "eighteen
hundred dollars per annum," as thesalary of thei«Wel
clerk, and insert for it that the salary "shall be eaual to
that of a clerk 6f the highest grade, except the chief cter*,
in other departments." I will state that thereis nothingwhich seems so unequal as the salaries of the clerfcji of
these departments. The chief clerks have authorized
salaries of $1,800. one or two at «1.800; but a great
number of the ablest and most competent of the clerke
have salaries of #1.000 or «1,200. I have long desiredI an equalization of the salaries of the clerks.
Mr PRATT. I doubt very much whether the amoad-I ment proposed by the honorable senator from Mississippi

is in order. The senator from Indiana [Mr.
distinctly made a proposition to ameud by rtn
the word "eighteen." and inserting the: wort to
and it was acted upon by the Senate. Now, this
tion, although couched in different language, is td<
with that o( the honorable senator from Indiana.
chief clerk of each department receives about $1,800, and
the next clerk in rank receives f1,400; so that the P«go-sition is to leave the bill as it is, or to make it, in ewct,
what it would be if the amendment of the honorable .®n"
ator from Indiana bad obtained.

.The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the senator raise
a point of order ? .
Mr PRATT. I do make a question of order.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks that,

as the motion now is to strike out the word "eighteen,
and other words in connexion with it, it is in order.
Mr. BERRIEN. I would any that the object of the

senator from Mississippi will not be attuned by this
amendment; for there is a clerk in one of the depart¬
ments independently of the chief clerk, who receives
$2 000
Mr. CASS suggested that it would he well tomm

some specific sum. . , .,The question being stated upon the amendment, u wns
lost
Mr. BALDWIN moved to amend the first section of thebill, by erasing from the 10th line the words "and deter¬miner and from tbs 23d line the words "the determina¬

tion of," and lrom the 24th line the words "tod their
decisions upon alt such cases shall be final,and conclu¬sive, and to insert, in liea of the last -mentioned worda,the
following - "snd shall report to the head aI sash de¬partment or to Congress their opinion thereon. Tie
section, if amended, will rand:

It shall be tbs duly of this bosrd to bear sit oaeeejwad-ing in sny department which msy have axisea oat of naylaw or po»iuro regulation wbiob may be refcsied to sash
board by the bead of such department, and all casas wbieb
may be referred by Con*re» to satd board, and statre-

I port to the bead ol such department or to Congress theirI opinion iberson.
1 The smendment. if adopted, will remove an objection
which exists, in my judgment, to the bill in ita present
torm, which invests the board with judicial power to de¬
termine finally and conclusively upon controversies o
which the United States is a party, without giving to
those who are to exercise it the independent tenun of
office prescribed by the constitution for a judge. ThoeeI who are to decide finally between the government and a1 citizen ought to be in a situation to set indeMMMtty.
and not under the influence of a fear of removal.
Mr. TURNEY. I thmk. s»r, Ihnl itwodd

decided improvement to the bill. It would prevent tne
objection I made to that motion-tov«r^ t^sos.onof three officers. We have beforehand the opffonsofthe anditor, comptroller, and these three commissioners.
and we could judge whether it would be profW andngbt
to follow 'heir opinions. I should be glad if the Senate
would adopt the amendment

_ _Mr PRATT This, sir, is the only amendment oftred
yet in the Senate that would make me f«*l ,D,d'^"t "to the passage of this bill. The only snxiety I feel in re¬
gard to the passage ol the bill, ie becauee I bet*ve the
good of the public creditor imperatively demands it at our'hands, as an act of justice toihim. I do not see,
we progress at all towards the attainment of ths' '

if we sdopt an smendment by which.tnew omcere oeiag
appointed by us. according to the thyry °f the IrijMo drtermine in reference to rights of fltoeneroitora.pte
only made their duty to report to C<mgrnm wny, «.
the committees report ,0£®^r^,uhfhvmaftable, perhaps, some hundreds of hi IU reporting in BWel
the payment of debts to the public creditor. *.

municsted here. Now, the effect of the am .-: :L^-tbese officers, whom we have takeni eo much tnMMt in
this bill to appoint, are to examine this subject I
to Congress. Now, sir, in my opinioo, it will I
appointment of this board entirely uselees, aim . ...-

be. as some gentlemen near me suqest, a_wa^e_o<KB Jsr®lAwS;
I pointed, at any time, when by its jwtical open«onwe
1 see iu defects, ,t can and w[llobject i* to have a board established.tlMtl pu KMM
itormay know that his demsndsaregiventoAe board V>
examine and to determine upon them^ L^rws Will

competent hereafter at anvtimelo 10 WKj1sn amendment changing the ooemuon. hope.
I sir, this amendment msy not be adopted. ,

Mr BALDWIN. 1ft regard to all the
provided. by this bill to be committedto th-hoard.
slresdy3«'M^ that the deciison
retried to and acted upon ,£y ^ngress. A
founded upon equitable
the investigation of this board, notwitasunfling
cisions in regard to the equjyacted upon by Congress. M> objsetis r-r..:~v
whether legal or eqnitabte. th*1 areiUi h«iretKfrt »0th
board, upon the same basis. I would dtveet than e«ureiy
of the exercise of judicial power, bettiase *

flieve that it is comwtent for us to
any portion of the judicial r

making their decisions final
the parties and the government, unless they are afMnsM

I to hold their offices by the same tenure as other Jodtcisl
Mr^BRADBURY. I prop* an amendment, to in

sert after the word "nr -

eighth section, as follows

LaS

me an amenmw... ~
in the tenth Bee of the

tkST5»-.
Whrt i» Ibe1MMMI , ¦' 1;. .Sir! KING. The bill has been oideM to a tkrd lead.
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